BY DEPUTY

us that most impressive silence which the steady
plash of some water-brook served to make
more profound.
And as we stood there, so still^ the world
began to grow light.
I raised my eyes to the heaven, to see clear-
cut in the west the edge of the pall of cloud
and, beyond it, the radiance of the moon,
which had not yet sunk into view. I have
never seen a more curious spectacle, for the
pall stretched like a ceiling from north to south
and might have been the sliding lid of some box
which had been drawn open a little from west
to east, to let the moon sink by.
I lowered my gaze to look around me.
Immediately in front there was something
that might or might not have been two men;
to the left I was sure there was a figure, for the
glow from the west was upon it, as it was upon
Lelia and me; but the other mass was in
shadow, and I could not see it so well.
What then happened, happened so swiftly
as far to outrun my pen.
Lelia gasped and started and flung herself
on my breast. As she did so, a tongue of
flame leaped out of the mass before me, the
roar of a pistol sounded, and Lelia seemed to
jerk me against the rock. Then her head fell
on to my shoulder, and her body went slack*
Frantically I called upon her.
" Lelia ! "  I cried.   " Lelia ! "
She made no sort of answer, but hung as
she had stool in my arms, and I felt hex bbod
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